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Khaled Hanafi at the Arab-Belgian Business Forum in Brussels: The Arab Region Is In an Ideal Position to Achieve

Sustainable Development Goals

The Secretary-General of the Union of Arab
Chambers, Dr. Khaled Hanafi, participated
in the “Annual Arab-Belgian-Luxembourg
Business Forum” which was held in the Belgian
capital, Brussels, on September 21, 2023,
under the title: “Building Strong Partnerships
to meet the challenges and opportunities of
sustainable development.” In his speech, “The
Reality and Direction of the Arab Countries
towards Achieving Sustainable Development,”
he reviewed that “the Arab world faces great
challenges in the field of sustainability and
achieving social, economic and environmental
goals such as the high poverty gap, the extremely
dry climate, severe water scarcity, high energy
consumption and oil pollution and gas for the
environment.”

Dr. explained. Khaled Hanafi said, “Despite the
challenges facing the Arab world in the field of
sustainability, ten countries were able to achieve
a score of 66 or higher in the 2023 index, and
this is a slight improvement compared to only
6 countries in the previous year, 2022.” These
countries are Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria, Jordan,
the Emirates, Egypt, Oman, Saudi Arabia,
Lebanon and Qatar.

He noted, “Although many or most of the 22
Arab countries received a “red” rating in the
framework of implementing the 17 United
Nations  Sustainable Development Goals,
Goal 5 of the Sustainable Development Goals
(gender equality) remains the most important
challenge throughout the world. The world. The
region 1s also greatly concerned with achieving
Sustainable Development Goal 2 (Zero Hunger)
and Sustainable Development Goal 8 (Decent
Work and Food Provision). Challenges also
remain in relation to SDG 3 (good health and

well-being), SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation),
SDG 9 (industry, innovation and infrastructure),
and SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation). 14 of
the Sustainable Development Goals (life below
water) and 16 of the Sustainable Development
Goals (peace, justice and strong institutions).”
He said: “The five most challenging Sustainable
Development Goals for North African countries
are Goal 2 (Zero Hunger), Goal 3 (Good Health
and Well-Being), Goal 5 (Gender Equality),
Goal 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth),
and Goal 14 (Life Underwater). In addition,
there are still significant challenges regarding
the innovation indicator (R&D expenditures). As
for the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, they
face major challenges with regard to Sustainable
Development Goal 5 (gender equality),
Goal 6 (clean water and sanitation), Goal 12
(responsible consumption and sanitation), and
Goal 13 (climate change). Significant challenges
remain related to health (prevalence of obesity),
water scarcity, clean energy, and air quality.
While for the Levant, it is the only group
that has two green goals on the Sustainable
Development Goals board, as Lebanon got the
green color in the first goal of the Sustainable
Development Goals (eradicating poverty),
while Palestine got the green color in Goal 15
of the Sustainable Development Goals ( life on
earth). While the Levant received red scores
in Sustainable Development Goals 5 (gender
equality) and Goal 8 (decent work and economic
growth). Other remaining challenges relate to
health (obesity prevalence and subjective well-
being), innovation (research and development
expenditures), and pollution.”

Dr. Khaled Hanafi saw that “Many of the
Sustainable Development Goals, from clean



water and good sanitation to quality education,
are closely linked to poverty levels and economic
progress across a region that continues to have
difficulty eradicating poverty due to differences
in wealth distribution. Especially in North
African countries that have not yet achieved the
second goal of the Sustainable Development
Goals, “Eliminating Hunger,” while the United
Arab Emirates was able to achieve the first goal of
the Sustainable Development Goals (eliminating
poverty), as well as achieving social development
(reducing gender-related inequality, income and
energy).”

He stressed, “With regard to environmental
development goals, with regard to renewable
energy, the Arab countries have a high potential

for wind and solar energy projects, as the natural
conditions are suitable for them to increase
reliance on clean energy, as most of them are
part of the solar belt.” Pointing out that "the
abundance of natural gas reserves paves the way
for Arab countries to lead hydrogen projects and
become major hydrogen exporters."

The Secretary-General of the Union noted,
“With the twenty-seventh session of the
Conference of the Parties being held in Egypt,
and preparations for the twenty-eighth session of
the Conference of the Parties 1n the United Arab
Emirates, the region is in an ideal position to
address the problem of climate change by taking
comprehensive and coherent measures.”

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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Organizing the “China and Arab Countries Expo” In Ningxia: Advancing the Implementation of Belt and Road Projects and
Jointly Addressing the Challenges of Global Epidemics and Climate Change

The Secretary-General of the Union of Arab Chambers,
Dr. Khaled Hanafi, during his speech at the sixth session
of the China and Arab States Expo, which it is hosting
in the city of Yinchuan, the capital of the Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region in northwestern China, during the
period 21-24 September 2023, Under the title: “A New Era,
New Opportunities, and a New Future,” Stressed, "The
exhibition serves as a bridge and an important platform
for creating favorable conditions to facilitate economic
activity, trade and investment exchange, and cooperation
between Chinese and Arab companies along the Belt and
Road, which contributes to continuing to expand areas of
cooperation in new and promising sectors."

The Secretary-General of the Union explained that “the
volume of trade between China and the Arab countries
nearly doubled from the level of 2012 to reach 431.4 billion
dollars last year.” Pointing out “China remained the first
trading partner of the Arab region in the first half of 2023,
as the volume of bilateral trade reached 199.9 billion US
dollars in the first half of this year. The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is China’s largest trading partner in the Middle
East, with bilateral trade reaching $116 billion in 2022.”
He said: “China has strengthened cooperation with Arab
countries in the past decade, in the field of advanced
technologies, such as the fifth generation, big data, spatial
information, and new energy. Therefore, what makes China
aresilient exporting country is the diversity of the products
it manufactures, from agriculture, clothing, and textiles to
electronics, machinery, and Computers. Whereas in 2021,
nearly half (47%) of China’s total exports to the Arab
world consist of machinery and transportation equipment.”
He noted, "The value of new investments between China
and the Arab countries has risen to $1.44 billion, an annual

increase of 7 percent. The Belt and Road Initiative has
strengthened cooperation between China and the Arab
countries, this led to a boom in trade and investment and
enhanced cooperation in infrastructure, as two-thirds of
China’s exports to Arab countries now pass through the
infrastructure built by the Gulf countries.”

He believed that “due to its strategic location on the sea
route, the Gulf Cooperation Council countries serve as a
hub linking Asia, Africa, Europe, and projects along the
Belt and Road Initiative. Beijing invested $10.5 billion in
2021 in projects related to the Belt and Road Initiative and
energy in Iraq, the third largest oil supplier to China after
Saudi Arabia and Russia.”

He noted, "Egypt is also an important station for the Belt
and Road Initiative, as Beijing participates in various
infrastructure projects in Egypt, including the New
Administrative Capital in Cairo and the Economic and
Technological Development Zone in the Suez Canal
Economic Zone in Egypt."

He stressed, "China and the Arab world must deepen their
cooperation in order to jointly advance the implementation
of Belt and Road projects, make more contributions to
maintaining regional peace and security, as well as jointly
address global challenges such as epidemics and climate
change. The two sides must also continue to advance,
enrich, and deepen their traditional friendship, enhance
their multiple and wide-ranging cooperation towards
achieving sustainable and sound development of their
strategic cooperation relations, and continuously enrich
and improve cooperation by strengthening the mechanisms
of trade, culture, media, non-governmental exchanges, and
other fields.”

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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B Khaled Hanafi Reviews In a Dialogue Session the Report “Tobacco Economics and Tobacco Taxes in Egypt”

During a dialogue session hosted by the National Planning
Institute in Cairo, the Secretary General of the Union
of Arab Chambers, Dr. Khaled Hanafi, reviewed the
results of the report “The Economics of Tobacco and
Tobacco Taxes in Egypt.” The most important findings
and recommendations concluded in the report were
discussed, which comes within the framework of a project
launched by the Institute for Health Research and Policy
at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), a partner
in the Bloomberg Initiative to Reduce Tobacco Use, in
cooperation with the Social Policy and Development
Center (SPDC), and the organization World Health
(WHO).

The report was prepared by an Egyptian research team led
by Professor Dr. Khaled Hanafi, Secretary General of the
Union of Arab Chambers. The final results of the study
were presented at the UIC Think Tank Partners Meeting in
Bali, Indonesia, from 28 to 29 November 2022. The final
report was completed in July 2023.

The dialogue session was moderated by Dr. Ashraf
El-Arabi, President of the National Planning Institute,
with the participation of Advisor to the Prime Minister
of Egypt, Jihan Saleh, experts from the World Health
Organization in Egypt, and economic experts at the Center
for Public Health at the University of Illinois at Chicago,
and Professor Dr. Heba Nassar - Professor at the Faculty
of Economics, former Vice President of Cairo University,
and President of the Arab Network for Health Economics.
The dialogue session was also attended by a large number
of researchers, academics, experts, workers and decision-
makers in the field of tobacco economics from various
parties. Dr. Naima Al-Qassir attended as a representative
of the World Health Organization in Egypt, and Dr. Fakhri
Al-Feki, Chairman of the Planning and Budget Committee

of the House of Representatives, in addition to a number
of experts from the Ministry of Health and Environment,
the Ministry of Finance and the Tax Authority, in order to
exchange ideas and experiences and learn about the latest
developments in this field.

Dr. Khaled Hanafi explained, “The average per capita
consumption of cigarettes in Egypt reaches 6,000 cigarettes
annually, while the global average is 1,150 cigarettes
annually. Tobacco sales in Egypt reach about 135 billion
pounds annually,” pointing out that “the price elasticity of
cigarettes is 0.55".

Hanafi stressed "the need to pay attention to protecting
and reducing the number of new smokers, by working to
reduce the demand for cigarettes."

Dr. Khaled Hanafi noted, “The necessity of directing taxes
on tobacco to support the health care system,” pointing
out that “the report recommended the need to establish
more effective incentives, especially in some poor areas,
to reduce the rates of new smokers and work to increase
smoking cessation rates. In addition to raising the age
of people allowed to buy cigarettes from 18 years to 21
years, and the need to organize greater media awareness
campaigns.”

Dr. Khaled Hanafi appreciated the role of the National
Planning Institute, led by Dr. Ashraf El-Arabi, stressing,
“The Institute is the most prestigious research institution
in the region and has imprints throughout history in
supporting policymakers and decision-makers in Egypt.”
Hanafi thanked all members of the research team who
participated with him in producing the report, stressing
that they are embarking on a new research project in this
field that targets the positive effects of smoking on the
social, health, and economic levels.

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)



